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Happy New Year! Welcome to the January edition of the College Now Student
Newsletter! Start the year strong by completing the FAESA, attending one of our
FAFSA workshops or test prep bootcamps and applying for the featured
scholarships below.

Please share this information with your parent(s)/guardian(s) and contact your College
Now advisor with any questions or if you'd like additional information. We are here to
support YOU on your journey to a successful career.

FAFSA UPDATES

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) is NOW OPEN with significant
changes! Complete the FAFSA to access

3 grants, work-study funds and loans for your
B | FILLED OUT THE college or career journey.

FAFSA! If you run into technical glitches while

(] completing the FAFSA, be patient and don't
& give up! Feel free to contact us at
fafsa@collegenowgc.org for help or work
directly with your College Now advisor.

Before you get started, review our helpful FAFSA toolkit.

Complete the FAFSA Here


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pcX8WnNCvmpu1XPu5xxca37pCb-x12T3QsYblwbFHZWpWD2jsGcQTg-RGFKz9MQP_8OrCfqM_eS7x6pDL3wwUhIxNMgQMdTnmw==&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pcX8WnNCvmpu1XPu5xxca37pCb-x12T3QsYblwbFHZWpWD2jsGcQTg-RGFKz9MQP_8OrCfqM_eS7x6pDL3wwUhIxNMgQMdTnmw==&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pdCEj5rV8PTU0UKPSK2St67PA46rK2wSA8X25pC5Nr3ib_GEGCVHEYlT1sqDcOFptK2SxyP1FKM0wc5M_jP9IrZz2XMVfr25BQXc_c0ZWikJEFJT0YmACi5c6TVEhCzIuW4kdDw2RuINteceovs1M6qYmGAuEU3uew==&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pUUGnaNZQPSXUFmF_IAU5umQsASSelsKqUCcjXOC7OEZ7ocgHIZSCBb0vU0Zjdz4FFpExwfv7jh-tJLN1ePElE8L3Q8_NiHIn-W75Rat5_89&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==
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Need help completing your FAFSA?

Join us at one of our FREE, informative in-person workshops below for
assistance and guidance on to complete your application. Special thanks to our
public library partners throughout Northeast Ohio for hosting several FAFSA
completion events with College Now.

College Now Greater Cleveland- Downtown Office

Saturday, January 20

10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Cuyahoga County Lorain Public Cuyahoga County
Public Library Library System PPUbIlC Il_-llb_rarl;y
Brooklyn Branch Avon Branch arma Heights

Branch
Wednesday, January 24 Thursday, January 25 Wednesday, January 31

5-7p.m. 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 6 -8 p.m.
Register Here Register Here
Cuyahoga County Medina County District Cuyahoga County
Public Library Library Public Library
North Royalton Medina Library Mayfield Branch
Branch
Thursday, February 1 Tuesday, February 6 Tuesday, February 20
6 -8 p.m. 6 -8 p.m. 6 -8 p.m.

Registration opens on

Monday, January 22 at 9 a.m.
Register Here Register Here
Register Here

STUDENT CHECKLIST

What should you be doing now to support your future?

Looking for a New Year's resolution? Kick off the year by checking off items
from the lists below!


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pTae4cHclNy1QOkMrMLP_oS9uVBd5bWQspwn8g8PE-YOBEU0JZrK8Wy7nypz8KoP-tOMK2D4okmDKfyAi3bI0z_loMUvUt5mAyazekd3VyBzJcRCfaP_rUVuaGkOwv2oiBU5Pfi1utxOwIO9L91vlTshpoVQym3FiOYSBBlyG46A3gL24IHKjlM=&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pdCEj5rV8PTUnmK-PIHcYyzlEyWcF0bjNmSAyKPXrpqzJGd7aHyC01jOFwPsZpT6ZO6N0Hys0QDhKh8wMsJddLbbyjx7ruHZlFO-lK8nEr3z3x1Oxb-8Ukjf2FS9lJ-js5XSyj6unwecRKShWpXTUxleHXNfgUvqrg==&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pdCEj5rV8PTU3rmZ4Q0hOZWVvvxDJUl6cDsRYRueQ4q9VOzl5vRIcvNTiv_34R3nqn7mfFDsnn2Y3GfbJIDjMMGUijsz_zwzHoyWU2NUhy8T8q9vKXEatAkCUtDXOPhR6bgf1s_N7AkBVHT7jjFrn6Ev5-LOosLtLA==&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pdCEj5rV8PTUFSUlk5V5nLXsCtltcTRBLRTgqYDyLik23mAr02lvExr52kO806qS093HkeaooaXvd38BT1AwuCmFhymrAGUbLDV0Oxu2oThfSM0TsBIZEnPpf6D2068BWPAVQMSYzfiPVNCRmiMWYgx2wrR6kHWb0e_20zWVjN3f&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pdCEj5rV8PTUpr1nZMjzc4XH6oesPlrztfvzaMYuVHmeq3KvVxQWDCRDIuJen4WGh6VKhYe0yXay5QqiL-cYaGelNPFx4Y9hD1-xGxerx3z9sM1HrzczXsgmrts5FuB2E3v7ZI5p8Ft7TmvigKkIkQ0C2v8tT9P_LWDvhQR-6Y0Y&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pdCEj5rV8PTUiQsYHTwPejQWNH4jwQRTGukVtCsBAaRs9_VSmnf-h8p4TUcACRF-GUEI6nTYVtv8qUedJRdfXLLz5VXDqq26n2MABz6LWydqyzNji6x84IVySsWOC5oD0oqSX4CBJKaRaPk8snRj8F3T3tXCG550ku9f87HuGJI978HgoDCeu7o=&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pdCEj5rV8PTUOO4puCgJbsel7QRILBk-677QCuNkGETVR8OU632XrQIRwBFJdxMdVJwIVb0cu_Hok8_C1pChnakuWiUxPapPwKyznJUZpUaP4GhHLex1BUmPC5z-nNH8yA==&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==

All High School Grades

Check to make sure your GPA is on track
e For freshmen and sophomores, getting and maintaining a 2.5 or higher is
critical at this point.
e For juniors and seniors, getting a 3.0 or higher is critical for scholarships
and financial aid.
Help or support your student with signing up for winter and spring sports clubs.

Freshmen

Attend a College Credit Plus or AP informational session. Ask your school
counselor for more information.

If available, use your school's college & career planning tool to explore different
careers. Visit the various tabs and complete an interest or career survey. Review
videos about careers that align with your interests.

Sophomores

Begin researching the admissions requirements of colleges you are interested in.
Compare your current test scores and grades with the incoming student profile
on the colleges' admission pages to determine whether you would be admitted
today.

Register for AP exams.

Review first semester grades and evaluate your cumulative GPA.

Continue to participate in extracurricular activities. Work towards serving in
leadership positions in the activities you enjoy most.

Juniors
Consider arranging a job shadowing opportunity to see if the field you are
interested in is really what you think it is. Ask your counselor or College Now
advisor for assistance as needed.
Work with your counselor to set up a senior schedule and ensure you are on
track to graduate. Be sure to enroll in challenging courses.
Learn about and register for College Credit Plus (CCP) courses.
Research colleges or other options for post-high school, such as training
programs and apprenticeships.


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pdCEj5rV8PTUuunSnXgb6_bbzWbiAFygdx8ugJ4xRgtY45STxSGh4dKffilFPh9UodbwKj1Elp1x9QweE1BkoVpFgiEZFL_MNSYprKES8Opcf43rL1PKWqTwz9QzLswrpO_xdeMZwppq&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pdCEj5rV8PTUuunSnXgb6_bbzWbiAFygdx8ugJ4xRgtY45STxSGh4dKffilFPh9UodbwKj1Elp1x9QweE1BkoVpFgiEZFL_MNSYprKES8Opcf43rL1PKWqTwz9QzLswrpO_xdeMZwppq&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==

FAMILY CHECKLIST

What should you be doing with your student
to support your future?

Juniors

¢ Help your student begin their ACT or SAT test preparation by registering for a
test-prep boot camp or get them a test-prep book from the library.

e It's not too early to think about graduation requirements. As you sign up for
courses for your senior year, make sure you have plans in place to meet all state
and district graduation requirements.

Seniors

e Check graduation requirements to make sure your student is on track to
graduate.

¢ If your student needs additional credits to graduate, talk with the school
counselor about what your student needs to do to take courses, make up credits
and graduate on time.

¢ Begin scholarship searching with your student. Check out our highlighted
scholarships below!

e |If your student is taking Advanced Placement (AP) exams, help them get enough

rest and study time before the exam.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

College Now offers several college access services to students outside of school hours.
These programs are open to all high school students in Northeast Ohio, and any high
school student can partipate at any location!

Get ACT, SAT and PSAT test prep
with impact!

impact! is College Now's five week-long program
that focuses on entrance exam preparation and
college and career readiness. This program is
free and open to high school students from any
school in Northeast Ohio. This program is offered
at various locations, allowing you to choose the
one that is most convenient for you!



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pRF16mELLWb9s6xvnPA77gR0YNwZLlSpda3HTRrQJ-FfdSePLVBFd4Ivog1vnUoWO8_U4kVB_OJ2P6AJj28seJZ-Y7PYbUpkUNkbqtzRmGke4ourMSwZvK6Aj8rd6T07WSt48JpLSeJ1CFO8oWWVTugQqMPvweA5jE5o6oybNgNgfTxs5ZuWArTw-Wbft4Bp8eNmZ9zFOQEYDqMSY1wfES3yI5sae8pvahka4xf9HxC5&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==

Upon completion of the program, students are eligible for a stipend of at least
$400 if they met the attendance requirements!

Register Here

SCHOLARSHIP SPOTLIGHT

VN
k‘l"l

College Nowv

Greater Cleveland

College Now Traditional Scholarship
Application Deadline: March 27
In order to qualify, students must:

e Attend a College Now-served high school

e Have a cumulative weighted GPA of at least a 2.5

e Have a minimum ACT composite score of 18 or combined verbal and math SAT
score of 960

File the 2024-2025 FAFSA

Qualify for the Federal Pell Grant

Apply Here

Cleveland Foundation Jimmy Malone
Scholarships Scholarship

Application Deadline: March 15 Application Deadline: March 6


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pal_rCP9rLJaRynAxif_4t0PqmbvTWr1aUJJiXvX8O36dI632PeP2AgJI_Eixem_k14jjj_eD1KYnVs19sdxg0Wg0jaEYP00xwxUAvDBbyaOZWLLBJssm270J_H57r6G0iLiNMyF_jvXaBpOPVNl_2LSzRo0V5f_keaQXmSd9moaAyCD0R2OfneOaJtFZfINoOJp0Aw2DNKyKkD-9WhDU8VTmfBSxEPEgHGls5gangfTZwBBppJMg83OkW3nLHO8nw==&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pUUGnaNZQPSXkKyyECv9qs8szH81duxVgYFIH33INs9uD82CY6UGOEkbcmfJTTK36sFI_TvXbrYTt3iXe19QzB6eFo5Zyb0La4ZZCdjkVE3fqwBIP_TvpR__TJNYa-IENMpOPF83DTNn2a7J9KDQQJAs1Pk9j8rX7wBcsBRjZkClSzuRBy31FFqpCmtaNWajjRuHAMWy9FeTB_J4VSU_Wpjd8yNFrYJBO0Jf-dwbxvpS&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pdCEj5rV8PTUKTAJJAoqqEVUKbq4XDsX1-qS4P5VxTzIVJETQc2_qHOqgB33os3y3pim670t8K9_ozUUsV4eIWm6NF0hhcoU5rYPjD0oEZHN5oCC4iVVBUk=&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==

College Now manages more than 60
Cleveland Foundation scholarships.
These scholarships vary in criteria and
scope, and there is something for nearly
everyone.

By completing the general application,
students can be considered for dozens
of scholarships. Please note that while
the general application covers many
scholarships, others require a separate

The Malone family is looking for
students with passion, drive, energy, a
sense of humor and financial need.
There is no tangible list of requirements.
The Malone family firmly believes in
tolerance and acceptance, and therefore
these characteristics are a requirement
of all Malone Scholars. If you receive
the Malone Scholarship, you will be
joining the diverse Malone scholarship
family. Students of all races, religions,

application.

Apply Here

m——— THEDREAM.US

-/

The Dream.US
Opportunity
Scholarship

Application Deadline:
January 31

The Opportunity
Scholarship is for
undocumented students
who live in states where
they effectively have no
access to college — either
because they face paying
out-of-state tuition or
because their state will
simply not admit them into
its universities. This is for
students who plan on
attending Delaware State
University, Dominican
University, Eastern
Connecticut State
University or Trinity
Washington University.

ethnic backgrounds and sexual
orientations are welcome in the Malone
Scholarship family.

i ]

MCMXLVIT

Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc.
Scholarship

Application Deadline:
February 28

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc. develops leaders,
promotes brotherhood and
academic excellence, while
providing service and
advocacy for their
communities. The
scholarship program is one
of several events supported
by the chapter’s
Scholarship Committee
through the Delta Alpha
Lambda Foundation.

Apply Here

The

PHI BETA KAPPA
Sosety

Phi Beta Kappa
Scholarship

Application Deadline:
March 6

The Phi Beta Kappa
Scholarship is for students
who are in the top 10% of
their high school graduating
class, have high test scores
and plan to pursue a liberal
arts or humanities major.
Students should have a
love of learning and be
active in the school and
community. This $1,000
scholarship is renewable.
Students must be attending
a College Now served high
school in Cuyahoga,
Geauga, Lake, Lorain,
Medina and Summit
Counties.


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fnpEGQKvlatj3fkivcmki7f-Qp-NoWv9kuh6Y3velabPil-RfX07pal_rCP9rLJaMl0GziKG51HxMisV0tj_PWXh3VPupBKy64AaLBI6h8zBKv0qkcXhTVAQVDGiyAqdFV4M_Eh1WsXWvj3hyzct4M0B5Bz67_dKf_1-OvZTbFr3vkBlhiMw39cuy66LP6qBnbXXYdkaG2TJXZLpgZvSaVS8NHfJKsU3PPbLh1PO3gBer8u6_XQFmA==&c=SA_6MMIuBm5ERKgxqWUjlZVcJrzBya5O24l4_ApknU59b-PyZ_yeXw==&ch=LgLM7o-u-DtidLQbO6TGqTpc53NVsnF_D2qaeOmiYfFPAtrYooiPqQ==
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UPCOMING TEST DATES

Register for an upcoming college entrance exam today! We encourage you to
take at least two exams before applying to college. Check with your College Now
advisor about the steps needed for registration.

ACT SAT
Exam Date: Saturday, February 10 Exam date: Saturday, March 9
(This is a reminder for those who have Registration Deadline: February 23
registered for this exam; the registration (Note that the SAT will be administered
window is now closed) digitally - no more paper and pencill)

Check with your College Now advisor about how to register for these tests.

Why should you test? Although many institutions across the nation no longer require
entrance exams, College Now encourages students to take at least two exams before
graduating. Plus, colleges/universities may require a test score for specific academic
majors and scholarships. Bottom line: Take the exams!

See you next month! In the meantime, reach out to your
College Now advisor!
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